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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MAMMILLARIA SOCIETY 

HELD AT CHINNOR ON 24TH JUNE 2018 

 

PRESENT:  
 C Davies (Chairman / Secretary)  

P Batterham  (Membership Secretary) 
A. Evans 

 K. Flanagan (by phone) 
K. Flanagan (by phone) 
A Glen (Editor) 

Apologies A Laius (Treasurer) 
 

  

QUORUM 

The Secretary confirmed that a quorum was present.. 

MINUTES  

Minutes of the previous meeting of 15h October 2017 were reviewed, and one amendment made and then agreed 
unanimously. The Chairman signed the minutes. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Re: Joining Pack – Agreement reached at last meeting was confirmed. A Welcome letter plus seeds to each new 
member. Action PB 

Re: Discussion about means of payment – it was agreed that on the Renewal Form for 2019 that is included in the 
November journal, it would offer the option for members to pay using a bankers order or simple bank transfer. The 
Treasurer will need some indication as to who has paid, in order to inform the Membership secretary and Production 
Editor. Some guidance should be given as to what information the member should provide when making the payment 
as the Reference, ideally Initials and Surname. Action: AG 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Owing to the lateness of this meeting the Treasurer’s report as of 15th March 2018, and as issued to the AGM was 
attached to these minutes. 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT 

PB reported that membership numbers at this time stood at 155 and that the rebuilding of his database was now 
complete..  

EDITOR’S REPORT 

AG reported that matters were getting better and he would be striving to bring us back on time by the end of the year. 
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He had articles from Kathy to start in August and also other new input. CD committed to provide the seed distribution 
article(s) for the November issue. 

AG also reported that he was happy with the new printer, and the proximity of this service to him was very helpful.  

SEED OFFER 

Ken Scales had already completed his part of the seed packing, and CD confirmed that all would be ready for K&KF to 
handle the distribution. They said they would be away in late October but this wouldn’t interfere with our distribution. 

OXFORD SHOW 

We had been asked, fairly late in the planning cycle, to provide support for the running of the Mammillaria classes. This 
was discussed and it was agreed that: 

PB would help with the placing of the class dividers 

AG would act as the runner for the prize cards, taking them as completed by the judge to AG who would complete 
them for return by AG to the appropriate place. 

CD should return by 15:30 to help with the clear down. 

PB could take advantage of the lunch provided by Oxford Branch. 

BCSS CONVENTION 

AG and PB would be attending for the whole Convention and CD attending for the Saturday only. 

AG would bring his set of Display Boards and erect them in the place that Bill Darbon had allocated. 

CD would bring some plants for display on the table. 

USE OF FUNDS 

As our Treasurer has pointed out on a number of occasions, we have rather a lot of money in our bank account. On an 
ongoing basis we are making a small surplus year on year, but the bulk of funds has come from bequests in the wills of 
former members. The discussion wrt our use of these funds covered: 

• Continuing and perhaps expanding the free seed offer. It was noted that this typically cost us around £250 p.a. 
so this alone would not be sufficient to reduce the bank balance any time soon. 

• Supporting conservation came up as an area in which we could potentially offer a bursary or so to actively 
achieve the conservation of threatened species. In-situ vs ex-situ and the feasibility of these needs to explored 
further. 

• The sponsoring of a botanic garden to properly maintain a collection, perhaps even a reference collection 
(given this is one of our Aims as per the Constitution). 

• Fund (or part fund) a University research project. 

Further discussion will take place at our next meeting, and we should also include our members in this discussion, via 
an initial article in the February 2019 journal, and taken on further at the 2019 AGM. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

• Date of our next Annual Meeting to be confirmed as 5th May 2019 at RHS Wisley, noting that we need to have 
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further discussions wrt format and location. Action CD 

• CD stated that our Society was dependent upon a small number of people, and that we had no plans in place 
for succession. Committee members were asked to actively search out other members who they knew who 
might be appropriate and willing to play a more ative role. 

• David Shephard has produced our Annual Index, and a formal thanks is recorded here. 

• The minutes of the AGM and Committee meetings should be placed upon the website. Action: CD 

 

 

__________________________________ Chairman 

18th November 2018 
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